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loody lioore, close omserver of things in

My friend,
1l=-
general and out of door things in particular, has been te

ing me for years or an Indian grave on the old road between

the Jake place and Huntersville, abo.t opposite the mouth

of Browns Creek. In the days of his youth, he nad hunted
Tor the tradiiional jar of silver buried on the rising

ground near the mouth of a stream, away back in the. 1750's

or 1760's,
His uncle the late William loore of Browns Creek,

had rfound & large heap of piled stoncs when he worked on
the new road around the Jake Hill in 1890. He told the
young nepnew'about it and lMoody proceeded to investigate
to see if by any chance this might be the place the treas-
ure was buried.

Moving tons o. stones, Mr. “oore found no silver,
but he did uncover the pones Of not less than a half dozen
men. The bodies .ad veen laia in a circle, treet to the
center. - One at leasthnad Léen & man ofr gigantic Stature,
with a skull of unusual thickness, From the way his teeth
were worn down, .it was presumed he had ~€en up in years
Wucw he met ueath. No silver was 1ouga inar anything
else to show whether Indians or whites had been buried
there.  The bodies hag been piaced upon the carpet of
forest leaves and moulded, with no exoa*ation, and tons of

stones piled upon theu, The heup wge circular and per-
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haps a rod in diameter.
‘ ’ : ' remain
The tramedy which overtook this party will
'h agedy wh

=] a8 S ¢ ' the welre
>ne of the mysteries or these mountains. 1T g
el i Li 4y =

tribes, 1
Indians and the victims ot a pattle between .

: i us side.
read the sigu that they belonged to the victorio

v bencl: in
were luaid to rest with care on a pleusan. b
But if lndians, surely

. 08y
”

full light or the rising sun.,.

[41]
¥

implements and ornaments would have

some stione weapons,
been 1ound.

48 Ior tne wnites, 1t is not uniikely tnat parties
of nuuters and trappers met death in the 1Torest vastness oIl
hese mouni..us prior to the general ssttlements which be-

n in the late 1760's and early 70's. Cold might wipe them
It 1n the winter; the regulars of the standing armies of the
Six s#ations, in &ccord with:.provisions of 'the Treaty of Al-
bany, 1722, would kill any whites trespassing upon Indian
ground; a party of mercenary scalp hunters locking for scalps
to claim bounty at Detroit in French and Indien war times,
would murder wh@?ver they round; or it may have been the work
©f a bloody band of outlaws raiding a camp for the winter fur
catch, Indian regulars, mercenaries or white outlaws would
leave the bones of their viectims to*ble%Fh where they el
to be gathered together for decent ahdtpérhaps Christian burs
ial by the iirst party or white hunters,

Little or no recorgd need ever be eéxpected now to be

found ot such disappearances., +‘here was a strong order by

the King of Great

IIII.I.IIIIII-.___k

sritain to keep out of the Indian tountry
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on the .estern waters,~ By solemn treaty he said that thea-
Indian coﬁld kill with impunity any of his subjects so tre
passing. No record of sueh loss, if known, would be upon
;he court books at Staunton. In the Augusta County records
there now and then appears the notation of a man on the del-
inquent tax list or one wanted for debt or for trial or witness

"Disappeared in the Greenbrier Country.”

Along in the 1750's in the Greenbrier Country, "a days

Journey from Ft, Dinwiddie" on Jacksons River, a party of In-

dians, some say as many as T'irteen, were killed by whites.
This brought reyverberations even to the King's court at Lon-

and that mighty monarch made due apology to the Indian
The man responsible

don,
nation for the breach upon their people,

got out of it by saying he could not tell what Kind ot Indians
they were; they looked like a war party ol Shawnees to nim,
and he was taking no chances,

That sounded so like a larlinton trick to me that I
have always put lMarlins Bottom as the place where it was pulled,
However, the mound at Huntersville igs twenty miles from Fort

- Dinwiddie---a fair days walk on mountain trails---and it mey be

indicate burial after robbery. The care With whieh the bodij
es

were laid away indicates tg me buria] by friends The p1 :
v . ac"

ing of the hodsec P
the bodies gp top of the ground may meap burial in the
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winter time on frozen .ground, or merely lack of gOOd gE1ng
. v
implements and .hurry to get away by the survivors However,

they did a good job of rock piling. ‘
' to
The good state of preservation of the pones is sign

al of
me that burial could not have been long before the arriv

xty-
settlers in the Knapps Creek valley, about one hundred sixty

five years ago.
There are Indian mounds scattered all over this region;

In some of them
In

most of dirt but occasionally a stone pile.

remains of men are found, with personal stone belongings.

others only the sign ot fire is seen.

Talking about lost men in these mountains, I would say
that for wholesale disappearance the "Sandy Creek Voyage" holds
the record, This was a demonstration in force against the
Indian towns on the Ohio Kiver. It was staged in cold weather
to catch the Indians in winter quarters, before they were ready
for their spring time raids. The army traveled by way or the
Big vandy route. On the Tug Fork or sandy on the way out a
young butrralo was killed, The hide was hung in & tree to pe
taken on the return trip. The ones who dig return that way

Were so hungry they cut the nide up in throngs -tugs-and ate it

: .
Hence the name fug liver., . '
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and no doudbt the Sandy_creek voyagers experienced that much

and more. The army broke up into small parties to work their

way back to the settlements east or the mountains. How many

nerished from cold exposure and starvation is not knowne. I

have no doubt that some of the parties attempted to return by

way of the Greenbrier valley- the most direct route home ror
those who were from the Jackson River, Cow Pasture and Shenan-

doah settlements. There were two causes iOr the army breaking

up. One was thet each rugged individual composing the army had

a better way home than the one proposed by the leaders. e have

people in the mountains to this day who demonstrate such char=
acter. The other reason was that by breaking up in smaller
parties, and spreading out over different routes, some would
find game and get through, while if they stuck together all
might perish., It is not an unreasonable guess that the bones
under the rock pile near Huntersville might possibly be the re=
mains of a party returning from the ill fated Sandy Creek Voy-

9gee anyway, these mountains were full of freezing, starving

men, treking back home in the deep smow and fearful cold of a

late winter storm.

Some years @&go a number of well preserved skeletons
were found behind a wall under a rock cliff on the Greenbrier

below the Buckley place at the mouth of Swago. My gzuess was

that these were Jandy Creek voyagers, They were white men

as they had long heads
.

.

Aab i
out the tradition of buried silver treasure in these
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mountains, the versions differ. Th°‘$ﬂnﬂral_rﬁhgéfﬁ
is that a party of Frenchmen and Indians were tr
way I'rom the lississippi Country loaded down ﬁﬁﬁhw'
ing for I't. Duquesne and Canada. At ﬁﬁe'ﬁﬁuiﬁgﬁﬁ%f

where a run came into a smaller stream, they tound they

pursued. Here they buried pots of silver and so

in flight and never returned. I have heard the ha&g%
is the mouth or Swago, Stony Creak,'nauﬁ&gjglﬁff_{‘
Creek, Deer Creek, forks of Deer Creek, mouth and
Sitlingtbn Cfeek, Indian Jraft angd most ever

ever, I hold there is little doubt that this treast

on the waters of Stony Creek, Up on the fﬁ@f@?&é

there are still holes in the ground which a trea

seventy years asgo.

or Peel Tree on Lost
and Clarksburg on the .est fork, in Harrison have the ex
location, |

From an Editarial "ritten by Calvin v, Price in the
Pocahontas Tipes for lay 1935, | ¢
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